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characteristics usually used to describe the Mex.can^caoare 
basically descriptions of individuals from the lower-lower so^-econ<xr^dass. A 
second set of attributes that applies to the maionty of Mexican Americans 
referred to as “Structural -Demographic" These attributes are related to ethnicity, to 

associated with the Chicano. a term associated with 

Ns oarents come from Mexico and he speaks Spanish. No single attribute 
characterizes any large proportion of Mexican Americans, and the many P° fe nti 

M<*c£ Americans can be depicted on a three-dimen^ c^ 
cw^tif^of belief systems, regional differences, and soaoeconomicsta^The 
dominant culture and ihe Chicanos themselves should recognize the wdearaMtyof 
stereotyping; this awareness should help to free Chicanos to 
gains, to adopt a new way of life, and to participate freely m 

IVUed for additional research into the nature, characteristics, traits, and attributes 
of the Mexican American. CSW) 
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"t Mexican Americans have not been served well by those who purport to interpret 
them to the larger society. In a sense, they have been the victims of spurious 
relationships between the scholar, his subject and program builders. Some scholars, 
blinded by a passionate commitment to methodology or to their own attachments 
to Mexican Americans fa ; ! << s\ real strengths and liabilities in the Mexican 
American community . " 



Ralph Guzman 



